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 “Do you want to grow up?” I believe you must have asked yourself this question when you were small, and perhaps it is still a doubt that lingers no matter how old you get. If you have no idea about this question, you might find an answer after reading the story of Peter Pan.

The story begins with Wendy, a young girl in London, and her younger brothers, following Peter Pan to fly to the Neverland. It is a magical place where they meet fairytale creatures like mermaids and fairies, and also the cruel pirate Captain Hook and his pirates, who are Peter Pan’s biggest rivals. Wendy and Peter Pan are having a wonderful time in Neverland until Wendy and her brothers start to miss their parents and then decide to return home. They are unfortunately captured by Captain Cook and taken to Jolly Roger, the pirate ship which has almost become their grave. The story ends with them being rescued by Peter Pan, and as they are brought home to reunite with their parents, they say goodbye to Peter Pan, who chooses to stay in Neverland.
Wendy could have stayed in the Neverland and never grows up, yet eventually, she gives up the idea. She loves her family and she knows that her parents would be worrying about them very much. That is why she has decided to go home, even if it means that she has to leave Peter Pan behind and she has to grow up like everyone else does. Wendy has made her choice and Peter has made his, to stay in Neverland. What about me? Do I want to grow up? Sometimes I want to, because I am anxious to explore the possibilities that lie ahead in the future. Knowledge and experience come along as our age progresses, and I just cannot wait to become more mature, to become an adult, to go from a girl to a woman. However, at times, I am frightened of the idea of growing up, especially when I am faced with difficulties and sorrow, when I am trapped in doubts and don’t know what to do. Don’t you ever feel nostalgic about your childhood, when you have nothing to worry about, when you are young and happy and free? 
Growing up means more responsibilities. But I think it is a relative idea, not an absolute one. For example, being a student is much easier than being an adult, but a student has her own share of burden and pressure too. It is upsetting to know that nowadays, even primary school students are not happy at all because of different expectations that fall upon their little shoulders. Childhood should be some of the best times of our lives – sweet memories, love, laughter, instead of being swamped by studies, extra-curricular activities and competitions. 
Peter Pan is generally known as a children’s story, but it is also a love story. Although Peter and Wendy are both very young kids, I think they have fallen in love with each other despite their age. There is a reason why Wendy becomes so fond of Peter. He is kind-hearted, brave, and he takes friendship very seriously. At the end of the story, he fights courageously against Captain Hook to rescue Wendy, her brothers and the Lost Boys. He never hesitates to risk his own life to protect his dear friends. Peter is exactly how a man should be, but with a child’s heart. On the other hand, Wendy is sweet, gentle and compassionate. To Peter, she is like a girlfriend (that is why Tinkerbell is jealous!), but she is also like a mother who sews back Peter’s shadow and tells amazing bedtime stories. She takes care of Peter and the Lost Boys, who never have a mother and lack parental love from a family. In this sense, Wendy is the one for Peter, isn’t it? I cannot help but wonder if Peter likes Wendy as a girlfriend or as a mother? Or both? What do you think?
It is interesting to see that in the story of Peter Pan, the gender expectations are quite typical at the first sight. I mean, look at Wendy, she is portrayed as being tender, caring, and good at taking care of others. She has a traditional image of female, just like an angel in the house, while Peter Pan has a more active character of being an adventurer. However, it is not the end of the story. Why has Wendy run away from home? I think she does it out of curiosity. Wendy actually has a daring spirit, which motivates her to undertake the adventure with Peter Pan, to see the world which she is curious about, but has never seen before. Peter has a “soft side” of being emotionally dependent and needing, quite untypical of what a male is expected to be. 
It makes me reflect that we should not judge the two sexes simply with stereotypes, as each of us has a different personality, be it a girl or a boy. What I want to see may not be the pirates, the lagoons with beautiful mermaids and fairies in the forests, but I too, want to fly high and experience the many wonders of the world. I know I don’t have a Peter Pan to fly with me, but I am sure that I can do that on my own!
I understand why Wendy has fallen in love with Peter Pan, but he is just not my cup of tea as a boyfriend or husband. Every child grows up, all except one – Peter Pan, who wants to remain as a boy forever. He doesn’t grow up because he doesn’t want to, not because he can’t. I think he is not running away from age itself, but the responsibilities that come along with age, which, to me, is very important for a man. Peter is a nice boy, but what I expect from a boyfriend, or a husband, is much more than that. Peter doesn’t even have the courage to grow up, how would he have the courage to become a husband or a father?
Although I have criticized Peter Pan for his reluctance to grow up and escaping from the reality, being a child is not something bad. Think about this: a person who lives happily always keeps a child’s heart. Having a child’s heart means to stay true to yourself, follow your heart, and keep your mind innocent, unpolluted but imaginative, just like a child. It can be a different way of looking at Peter Pan, instead of always criticizing him. Three years later, I will be eighteen, and by then I will be quite a young woman, if not completely a woman. And now, being a teenager, I would enjoy these three years of being a girl.

Neverland is a dream world in Peter Pan. It’s not real, and in reality, there is no place in the world that can stop people from ageing. But I think Neverland does exist. “Neverland” is a metaphor for eternal childhood, immortality and the withdrawal from society. I think Neverland is a place where dreams and wishes come true, and everyone has a different Neverland in his or her heart. Your Neverland may be totally different from my Neverland, depending on what our ideals are. For Peter Pan, his Neverland is a shelter, a haven that gives him an eternal childhood. 

I think the message of this story is that, although we all grow up, we have to keep our heart young and pure, just like a child. Although Peter Pan is known as a children’s book, it is not just for children. In fact, Peter Pan is an all-time favourite among many children and adults! Even if you have not read the book before, you might have watched it performed on stage as a play, a musical or a movie on screen. I highly recommend Peter Pan to all of you, whether you are a child or a grown-up. 
The story is a classic in English literature, a story well-loved by many generations. It is easy to read, the plot is fascinating and the philosophy behind is very inspiring. A child and a grown-up would have different feelings when they read it. As children are still enjoying their childhood, this story adds colours to their fantasies and encourages them to think more about their future. For grown-ups whose childhood has faded into time, this story will remind them of the beauty of their childhood, and it might be a good time to take a reflection on their adulthood.
 


I enjoy the story of Peter Pan a great deal but the ending makes me sad. I really hope that Wendy could stay with Peter. But it is like life itself, we cannot ask for a perfect ending. It is written in the 19th century during the Victorian period, yet just like Peter Pan, the story never grows old.
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